Why Build an Energy Efficient

By Randy Martin
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Bused on 2,500 square-foot homesusing natural gas furnaces. Thel DEAL home
buyer in the 25% tax bracketisstill ahead, after investing $3,000 more at 13%
interest, 30-year term.
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Ishousecombines asswe solar with sup-i nsulative construction. Constructing energy-efficient

Withtherecent dlidein ail prices,
many d ushaveforgottenabout
energy efidency. Thisdeclinewill
not last forever and when prices
rebound we may bein much worse
shapethan wewerebefore. These
drasticdeclinesin ail prices, how-
ever, have not been seeninresiden-
tia natural gasand electricprices.
Thesepricesare what should deter-
minetheefficiency o our new
homes.

Why should webuild energy-€ffi-
cient homes?A 1985survey by Build-
er magazineshowed energy
effidiency to bethe number two
motivatingfactor for move-up buyers
d larger detached homes. Inthe
lower-than-$100,000 market, energy
effidency ranked first. Buyerswant
energy dfidency. Buildingan energy-
effident homerequiresattention to

detail, which resultsin aquaity-built
home. Buyerswant quality,

home benefitseveryoneinvolvey
Firstof all, lowabenefits.lowa
imports98 percent d itsenergy.
billiondollarsayear leavesthe econ-
omy o thestated lowafor the
economiesd statessuchasTexas
Oklahoma, and Wyoming, and other
countriessuchasSaudi Arabia. If
lowanswould save just 10 percent,
that would inject 350 million dollars
into thelowaeconomy The more
dollarsspent on energy conserva
tion, themoredollarslowanshave
|eft after payingtheir utility billsto
spendin theloca economy. Choos-
ingenergy efficiency ischoosingeco-
nomicdevelopment for lowa
Second, the utility company bene-
fitsby not havingto builda new
power plantor install anew pipeline
assoon. Thebuildingsupplier sells
morematerials. The builder sellsa
quality homethat isworth more. The
red estateagent getsalarger com-
mission. Thelender lends more
money and receivesmoreinterest,
without increasingthe borrower's
annual housing costs. Theborrow-
ersannua paymentsfor principle,
interest, taxes, insurance, and eng
(ATIE) canactually decreasewi
energy efficient home. Thefigur
showsthat the additional investment




“ome?

d $3000 in an energy efficient home
can often beoffsatin thefirst year o
ownership by thelower energy costs.
And, asenergy pricesincrease, the
ownersd theenergy efficient home
Wl beevenfarther ahead d their
neighborswith conventional homes.
Buildingan energy efficient homeis
planningfor thefuture.

Energy efficient homesdo not have
tobeexaticdesigns. They can use
standard construction practicesand
materids, can be adapted to almost
any architecturd style, and aresuit-
ablefor any lot. If energy-efficient
homesarebuilt properly most can be
heated for $100-300 per year, but eco-
nomicsisnot theonly reasonto build
an energy-efficienthome. The home-
owner getsahomethat's comfort-
able. It hasnodraftsand the
temperaturesareeven throughout. A
tight, well-insulatedhomeisal so
very quiet. It can have plenty o natu-
rd light and better air quality than

g can get in aconventional home.
1 dso haveacomfortably high,
.ontrollable, humidity inthe
winter.

Thebottomlineisthat energy-effi-
cientfeaturesgivebuildersa better
sdepriceand homeownersabetter
quality home. | have just completed a
book entitled, "A Builder's Guideto
lowas IDEAL Homes." The book
willincludeover 95 detail son three
constructionapproaches; the Airtight
Drywd| Approach, the Strapped 2x6
Approach, and the Double2x4
Approach. It will d'socover heating,
cooling, controlled ventilation, and
water heating systems, along with
sectionson orientation, layout, insu-
lation, windows & doors, lighting,
appliancesand landscaping. It
should beavailablein the near future
fromthe Energy Hotline. Cal 1-800/
532- 1114(in DesMoines281-7017) to
be placed onalist to receiveacopy
whenit becomesavailable.
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